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through whom He is manifested, that they may be benign and kindly disposed.
I am tempting Fortune, like our friend Prevost. It would be too much, whatever Horace may say, to have at the same time
Exiguuui censum turpemque repulsam.
And now, my dear fellow, one word about your sermon. I assure you that my mind is perfectly calm, and that I feel neither contempt nor rancour towards the good people who have beaten me. As you say, I am all in God, and I engulph myself in the hope of eternal life. During the last two months I have not given a moment's thoughts to my future, to my ruined hopes, or to political things ; I systematically abstain from reading newspapers and I avoid irritating conversations. I confine myself to the Abstract and the Purely General. I try to live outside time and space, and I see that one can do so quite comfortably. Unremitting labour and building up of ideas vouchsafe deep contentment and absolute peace. When my head is too tired I have my piano and the country, and I find there an infinite quietude, unimaginable in your feverish Paris and our argumentative Ecole. I completely understand the life of Descartes and of Spinoza, and I do not see why we should not live like them. Descartes, it is true, had that supreme blessing of possessing enough to live on, but the other was obliged to polish optical glasses. Well, we are obliged to teach Rhetoric or Grammar. Is it worse?
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